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8 H E Anke p, Divi betwees 
EEO the Bode of Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters, 45 they are heartily and. 
© @\| ſeriouſly lamented by. all 5 5 
— Chriſtians, ſo no doubt they 
are "We Cauſe F the utmoſt Satisfaction 10 
thoſe who unconcernedly ſport at the Miſeries 
with which the Church of Chriſt is afflicted. 
T never was fond of appearing in Print ; nar 
ſhould I nom have done it, but that the Cauſe 
of Chriſt and his Miniſters have a ſufficient 
Weight with me to go out of my Road when- 
ever it ſeems neceſſary. I thought it might 
not be amiſs to adviſe the Diſſenting Lay- 
man who is the Author of Chriſtian Liberiy 
aſſerted, & c. to be careful, in any future 
Attack of Mr, Bradbury, of doing any thing 
8 ve to Chriſtianity, or that might be a 
proach to his Character. As for that Re- 


verend 


bf PRE F A c E. 


verend Perſon for whom this is an Apology, 
he is ſo well able to anſwer for himſelf, that 
it would be needleſs for me to"ſay any thing 


in his favour. The following Pages contain 


no more about him than he deſerves; and 
to have ſaid leſs would have been Detraction. 
T ſabmit the Whole to the impartial Judg- 
ment of the candid Reader, who will eafily 


fee where the Shoe pinches, and be able to 


form a Conception of Mr. Bradbury ſuita- 
ble to his Merit. Panegyricks I have hated 

from my Touth; and I believe every unbi- 
aſs'd Reader will own I have carefully 4. 


woided them in the following Letter. I am 


ns much for Freedom in ꝓudgment as the 
Diſſenting Layman ; and therefore hope he 
will not be affronted at my Opinion of him 


in the ſucceeding Addreſs. ] have not been 


fo long converſant with the Scribling Art as 
to venture to tell him he ſhall, upon an 


Anſwer, aſſuredly depend to hear again 


from me; but beg Leave to conclude once 


for dd, 


A Friend to Tx uTH. 
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. TO THE: 


OUR late Letter to 
Mr. Bradbury having 
occalion'd divers Spe- 
culations, I hope it 
will not be taken 
amiſs, that I give 

1 you my Sentiments 
of it. J muſt own my Surprize was 

none of the leaſt, when I found you 
ſo very home and exact in ſeveral of 
your Remarks on impoſing _ 


1 ; 
4 * * 


x : « * x 


men in general, and on Mr. Bradbury 
in particular; it is not out of the 
Way to ſuppoſe you have pretty much 
convers'd with that Set of Men, and 
Lam apt to think you were educated in 
ſome part of the World, where the 
Clergy are as exemplarily religious, as 
they are indifferently ſo in this Na- 
tion. | 

As I am about to Apologize for 
Mr. Bradbury, I muſt beg the Favour 
of you not to bear ſo hard on his Le- 
_ vity. *Tis true the Man is as aukward 
as you pleaſe in his Expreſſions, and 
allows himſelf as unwarrantable a Li- 
berty of Speech as moſt Men I ever 
heard of; but then you are a little un- 
kind in publiſhing thoſe Things to the 
World, which your Regard for the 
Sacred and Indelible Character {ſhould have 
oblig'd you to have kept ſecret. Sup- 
poſe Mr. Bradbury to ſing now and then 
a merry Song, to drink a Glaſs or two 
with Moderation ; Pray where's the 
Hurt of all this? Are Men who have 
the Sum and Subſtance of all Religion 
at their Fingers Ends to be melancholy, 
dejected, and inſufferably dull Compa- 
nions? I ſee no Reaſon for it. What 
in the Name of Senſe muſt Miniſters 
do? Are they not Fleſh and Foy, 
key | tho 
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tho? Angels by their Office, yet as ſub- 
jet to Frailties as their Brethren ? In- 
deed, Sir, I muſt tell you, your Treat- 
ment of merry Tom Bradbury (for that 
is the Name we give him in the Coun- 
try) ſeems ſtrongly to imply, you are 
an Enemy to, and not an Aſſertor of, 
Chriſtian Liberty. You really take no- 
tice in a very odd Way of thoſe Things 
which have been the making of the 
man; for I can afſure you, that his 
Boldneſs, and the many uncommon _ 
Turns frequent Uſe has made habitual 
to him, have done him great Service 
with ſeveral People; that is in plain 
Exeliſh, with ſach as can ſee no farther 
than their Noſes : But that by the 
Bye. Cone 


Lr me adviſe you, if you ſhould 
ever have any more Dealings with him 
in Print, to give him the Title - of 
Reverend, for if I am not very much 
miſinform'd the Omiſſion of it laſt 
Time has grievoully affronted him. 
I am really obliged to ſay thus much 
in his behalf, though he be a little 
ludicrous, yet he deſerves that Title 
as well as ſome other of his Brethren ; 
beſides, *tis not handſome in a Lay- 

. 3 man 


104 
man to treat fo familiarly with a Mi- 
niſter. A Layman, according to the 


eſtabliſh'd Rule already received as ſuch 
among many, ought (you know) to 


ſtop his Ears, put out his Eyes, cloſe 


his Mouth, and confound his Senſes, 


where a Clergy-man is concerned; for 
they have Power of telling you what 
they pleaſe, with this Additional Ad- 
vantage, that you SHALL believe it 
becauſe they ſay it: Nay, and what 
is yet more, if you will not aſſent 
to what you are told, and will ſauci- 
ly and obſtinately ſet your Reaſon to 
work to ſound the Bottom of Things, 
you are ſure to come off by the Lee, 
and to make your. Exit out of the 
World either as an Ariaz or a Liber- 
tine, and how dare you then deprive 


them of any one of their Titles when 


you know their Power to be abſolute ? 
Surely you have gone a Step farther 
than many Laymen would have ven- 
tured to have done. Tis the pecu- 
har Happineſs of the Clergy, that they 
have ſeveral Ways of defending them- 
ſelves againſt Reaſon, and ſcreening 
themſelves from Reflection which are 


deſervedly juſt, fo that you can ne- 


ver tell them ſufficiently their nn; 


L221} - 
leſt you are excommunicated, diſcard- 
ed, ejected, Cc. and carry the Mark 
of Heterodox, or which is ſtil} more 
ſevere that of Heretick to the Grave, 
But, 5 e 


S1x, I obſerve you treat Mr. Brad- 
bury juſt as you would any other man, 
who had as unqueſtionably merited 
your Reproaches. Now let me tell 
you, that Gentleman is to be reſpeCt- 
ed beyond ſome others, not only for 
his Witt, his Learning, his polite Edu- 
cation, his Principles in Religion and 
Politicks, his Services done to his 
Country; particularly his procuring a Seat 
in Parliament for Mr. Barrington, but 
beyond all theſe, for his plentiful For- 
tune. Had you talk'd to any man 
as you have done to Mr. Bradbury, 
that had not a Sufficiency by preach- 
ing the Word to maintain his Family, 
or to honour his Function with a 
Coach, it had been pardonable; ſuch 
à man muſt be always in the wrong, 
becauſe he is on the wrong Side of the 
Hedge: But to treat a Perſon of 
Mr. Bradburys Quality thus, 15 a Fault 
of fach a Nature that it is never to 
be forgiven. Don't you who live in 

R's London, 


Le 

London, as I am informed, know that 
Gentleman to be a man of Figure, 
that Authority is impreſs'd upon eve- 
ry Thing he utters, that he has at 
leaſt Two Hundred Pound per Aunum 
to give a Sanction to all he acts or 
ſpeaks? Dear Sir, pardon my Free- 
dom, I am afraid you forgot your- 
ſelf quite when you attack'd ſuch a 
man as he is; a man, who, as he tells 
us himſelf, acted at Salrers Hall for the 
Whole Independent Body. You were 
deſperately out indeed. 


—— — — — — — Un „ö 
— — 
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If there ſhould be farther occaſion to 

carry on your Attack againſt him, take 

| care you treat him with becoming Mo- 

1 deſty. Methinks you are too Satyrical, 

1 and you know what you are to expect 

I. from the Man. He has in his Letter to 

[if Mr. Barrington plainly diſcover'd, he can 

15 be as foul-mouth'd as any body; beſides, 

I he'll ſtick at nothing to make you odi- 
If ous ; therefore be advisd by a Friend, 
| i not a Penſioner, to tell him his Failings 
IM with Moderation; and let this Confide- _ 
4 ration be always preſent with you, that _ 
| he is a Miniſter, and conſequently has a 
1 Licence to ſay What he pleaſes. He 
1 may make Noah an Independent or a 
Quafer, ; 


„ 
Qualer, *tis not you or I that muſt dare 
to contradict him, 'tis the utmoſt pitch 
of IIl Manners to attempt it. Suppoſe 
he ſhould ſhortly publiſh you as an 
- Arian, declare that your Principles fit 
as looſe about you as his Cloak, I would 

not for the World that you ſhould deny 
a Word of it; nay, if he were to ſay 
any thing of you, but that you are not 
alive, I would deſire you to let him 
have his own way. 


AN p now, my Friend, let us be a 
little ſerious: What a wretched paſs 
are things come to? How unſuffera. 
bly do ſome of our Miniſters Lord it 
over their People; and how unchari- 
tably are thoſe treated who dare not, 
cannot, and will not do ſo too? ?Tis 
pity that at ſuch a time of day as this, 
People are ſo deeply infatuated, as to 
believe that to be true only, which is 
vouch'd by thoſe Men whom Educa- 
tion or particular Reſpect inclines them 
to believe the only Oracles of Right 
and Wrong, Shall we be Sticklers for 
Liberty in Politicks, and give it up in 
Matters of a Religious Concern ? This 
is indeed playing the Fool egregioully. 
With what Face can any man demand 

: of 


„„ 


of another a peremptory Anſwer to 
thoſe Queſtions he has not ſo much as 
a delegated Authority to ask? How 
can any Perſon with the leaſt Shew e 
of Senſe preſume to require the Reaſon 
of the Hope that is in me, without pro- 5 
ducing his Credentials for ſo doing ? 4 
Where will theſe things end ? If we : 
once allow of this Liberty, I am fatis- ? 
fy'd we ſhall quickly forfeit that which 
is more noble and generous. Perhaps 
at length, inſtead of requeſting me to 
ſign my Belief of the Deity of the Son 
of God, I ſhall be commanded to ac- 
knowledge a Supreme Being. 


IN your Letter, Sir, to Mr. Bradbn- 
7), you have taken particular Notice of 
the Authority. fome men aſſume over 
their Brethren, but forget to acquaint 
the World with the moſt remarkable 
nſtance, which ever was, or in any 
ſucceeding Age ever can be given of it. 
And that is, that they daringly aſſert 
the Queſtion to have been, Whether 
they believ'd or deny'd the Deity of 
the Son of God, which I am very well 
inform'd, was never the Point in De- 
bate. The Turn is well calculated to 
ſerve a Turn, to make a Sett of oo 


. 

thy men odious, becauſe they were 

reſolv'd to have them fo, tho” they 

could not with the leaſt Shadow of 

Reaſon charge them with any thing 
i that ſeem'd to favour what they have 
ſo uncharitably, peremptorily, and un- 
; warrantably accus'd them of, I mean 
Arianiſm. I am inclinable to believe the 
Intereſts of the Chriſt the Son of God, 
is by far dearer to thoſe men who 
ſaffer for his Name, than to thoſe who 
fren for it, and 'tis to be fear'd there 
will be more Confeſſors than Martyrs for 
him and his Cauſe. 5 


How does it ſhake the ſerious 
Chriſtian to find thoſe, who profeſs 
. themſelves Servants, ſetting up above 
their Lord and his Apoſtles? What 
will Aſter-ages think of men whom 
they ſhall find recorded as Enemies to 
_ Chriſtian Freedom, Dethroners of their 
Lord and Soveraign, placing themſelves 
in his Stead ; nay (horrid to be thought 
on) deciding and determining 1n thoſe 
Points which he himſelf never meddled 
With, when, if ever, they were then 
certainly moſt neceſſary; I mean in the 
Infancy of Chriſtianity ? Surely our 
Miniſters are arrived to a Depth of 
Wiſdom untachomable, that they lune 
make 


[ 16 ] 


make that neceſſary now which our 
great Redeemer did not think ſo when 
on Earth. His Apoſtles required his 
Followers to believe him only the Chriſt 
the Son of God; but they, poor men 
were Fſher-men, our Divines are Univer- 
1 R 


Ir is an Unhappineſs which can 
never be ſufficiently bemoan'd and la- 
mented, that our Miniſters inſtead of 
the Phyſicians of our Souls, too ſoon 
become the Idols of our Senſes; and this 
deſervedly reflects Diſhonour to the 
Laity, that they are not ſo much con- 
cern'd to hear the ſaving Word of God 
deliver'd with Efficacy and Energy from 
the Heart of the Preacher, as to hear it 
deliver'd with all that Coldneſs and lite- 
leſs Power which naturally attends the 
empty Embelliſhments of Eloquence. 
Were our Miniſters leſs ſenſible of the 
Weakneſs of the Laity 1n this Point, they 
would be more fo of the Neceſſity of 
preaching the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
of which S. Paul was not aſham'd, and 
juſtly calls the Power of God unto Sal- 
vation, than of publiſhing from the Pul- 
pit their ſeveral particular Notions of 
his Deity, whom the Jews crucified, and 
God hath made both Lord and Chhriſt. 


IT 
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IX is impoſſible for you, Sir, or any 
Perſon at that Diſtance you are from 
hence, to imagine to what a height the 
Religious Commotions and Spiritual Per- 
ſecutions, which have now made this 
famous City notorious, I had almoſt 
ſaid infamous, are arrived. The great- 
eſt Ornament of the Diſſenting Inter- 
eſt, Mr. Joe? Peirce has been not on- 
ly ejected, purſuant to the Advices of 
certain Perſons in your Quarter, but 
even perſecuted by the empty Writings | 
of the moſt inſignificant men, as an 
Arian, and what not. Had he not been 
a Gentleman of the moſt unblemiſhd 
Character we ſhould have had enow 
who would have made a vitious Life 
the Cauſe of his Ejectment. He has 
indeed throughout the whole behaved 
with the moſt Chriſtian Moderation, 
and with a Spirit of Meekneſs, which 
plainly denotes him to be a Follower 
of the meek Jeſus, whom his Enemies 
would infinuate he diſclaims any Alle- 
2 to; and I doubt not but the 
Candor, good Temper, and Chriſtian 
Deportment of thoſe Miniſters, both 
here and in London, who are Enemies 
to Tyranny whereyer it be, will enti- 
* s te 


* 


- + 
no 


61 
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too awful for the, Gay Mr. Braavury. It 

would be more agreeable to his FunCti- 

on, to act with. leſs Partiality and Le- 
vic), the former paving the Way to 
Tyranny, and the latter to Licentiouſ- 
neſs. What A, pity it is, that ſome Mi- 
Aifters think they have got the World | 
in a String and all Religion by the four 
Corners,” Are the Laity Blind? Are 
they not Endow'd with the ſame Senſes 
that Miaiſters are? Are we to believe 
What is contrary to reaſon to 'pleaſe'a 
3 ? are Miniſters to feign incom- 


L 
+ 
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(19 )J) 
prehenſible Things, and then to impoſe 
them upon us? Who ever told them ſo? 
Where's their Authority for ſo doing? 9 
In the firſt Book, and 15th: Chapter: of 


Wen, Donation, elt bai 25 


1 Ion 4 . . 
D HEE 


Ir is wow; re; - hae: Las 0 Gn. 
this my impolite Addreſs ;: which, howe-., 
ver, is the Effect of an undiſguis'd Zeal: 

fer Liberty, anda tender [Regard for the 
| declining Character of Mr. Bradbur). IL 
| never was, nor I believe ever ſhall, be ac- 
counted a Polite Writer. AN Þ Boaſt of, 

is Honeſty, and if you, Sir, will pardon 
the many N 25 his a of Fs Letter, 


for the ſake of my goods Inte RE, I 
| have my Wiſh. 


Mer God of his infinite Mercy, pour 
out a Spirit of Forbearance and Meek. 
neſs, of Charity and Forgivenels, a- 
mongſt all Chriſtians; may Miniſters and 
| Lay- men be daily more ſolicitous about 
the welfare of their Souls, and thoſe 
committed to their Charge, than of the 
Rea ſonableneſs of the uncertain Notions 
of men: And may it be the peculiar 
Happineſs, and rhe diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of Difſenters in General, to bean 
united Body, joyn'd together in holy 
Love, and in the indiſſoluble bonds of 
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Chari 2 One, i in his different Sta · 
tion, riving to promote the Know led 
of Chriſt; Ning dt the Scholaſtical Di- 
ſtinctions of his Divinity, which have ſo 
long Jacerated his Church on Earth, on 
the ul of controverſial Scandal, 
ey were firſt - pd for, and 
_ found: And may every Man that values 
in another World, preferable 
t that! in this, live an aſſerter of Chri- 


Life, with: the undeſery'd Character of: 
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